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AGM Agenda

University of the Sunshine Coast, Tuesday, 30th June, 2015, 4:15pm.

1. Present: Marilyn Holmes, Robyn Pierce, Helen Chick, Jodie Miller, Peter Grootenboer, Carly Sawatzki, Linda Galligh, Lynda Ball, Colleen vale, Margaret Marshman, Gilah Leder, Sue Wilson, Anne Bennison, Rhonda Faragher, Judy Anderson, Jaguthsing Dindyal, Nigel Calder, C. Linsell, Naomi Ingram, Tracey Muir, Kevin Larkin, Jodie Hunter, Janeen Lamb, Tom Lowrie, Catherine Attard, Janette Bobis, Jenni Way, Jane Watson, Noleine Fitzallen, Rosemary Callingham, Merrilyn Goos, Vince Geiger, Joanna Higgins, Peter Sullivan, Gaye Williams.

2. Apologies: Phil Clarkson; Peter Galbraith, Carmel Diezman, Glenda Anthony, Bobby Hunter


3. Minutes of the AGM in Sydney July, 2014 (Attachment 1)
Motion: That the minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting held in Sydney be accepted.

[Moved: Peter Grootenboer; Seconded: Jodie Miller: Carried]

4. Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes 
All matters arising dealt with in portfolio reports.

5.	Reports:
5.1 	President’s Report: Tom Lowrie
The president, Tom Lowrie, delivered an oral report. The President’s report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 2).
Motion: That the President’s report be accepted.
[Moved from the Chair: carried]
5.2 Treasurer's Report: Janeen Lamb
The treasurer presented the 2014/2015 financial report. It was reported that MERGA currently has $112,000 in the bank in three term deposits, maturing at different times during the year. The treasurer informed the meeting that a number of factors included a decrease in interest rates have impacted on MERGA’s operating funds. Although there have been profits from the Singapore and Sydney conferences, there are currently only funds to allow the Association to operate for two years and profit this year was $1,199.55. The report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 3).


Motion: That the Treasurer’s report be accepted.


[Moved:JL: Seconded: Jane Watson: Carried]

5.3 VP (Research) Report: Janette Bobis 
The VP (Research) presented her report and acknowledged the support from the previous VP (Research),  Gloria Stillman for her assistance during the transition. The VP (Research) discussed some of the processes in reviewing the Early Career award that were changed this year. A group of senior MERGA researchers were contacted late last year and invited to be part of a special panel of 12 people to give substantive and meaningful feedback to Early Career award nominees. The panel were excited and proud to be supporting our early career researchers and the VP expressed her thanks to the panel. A copy of the VP (Research) report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 4).

Motion: That the Vice President’s (Research) report be accepted.

[Moved: JB; Seconded: Colleen Vale: Carried]


5.4 VP (Conferences) Report: Jodie Hunter 

The VP (Conference) presented an oral report on activities during 2014-2015. The organisers of the 2014 and 2015 conferences and the reviewing panels were thanked. 
The VP announced that next year’s conference will be held in Adelaide bids for the 2017 conference  will be called for shortly. A copy of the VP (Conferences) report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 5).

Motion: That the Vice President’s (Conferences) report be accepted.

[Moved: JH; Seconded: Helen Chick:Carried]


5.5 VP (Publications) Report: Joanna Higgins
The VP (Publications) presented an oral report. The VP thanked the MERJ team. Robyn Jorgensen stepped down in January and there was a smooth transition to Peter Sullivan as the new editor. The VP Thanked Robyn for assisting with the transition as well as for the transition to Springer. Glenda Anthony has also joined Vince Geiger and Daya with Peter as part of the editorial team.
        
MTED: The VP (Publications) expressed thanks to Colleen Vale and her team for their work with MTED – they are stepping down as the editorial team.
Andy Yeh was acknowledged for his support in getting OJS established on the website. There is a call on the website for a new editorial team for MTED which closes on August 31st. A copy of the VP (Publications) report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 6).
Motion: That the Vice-President’s (Publications) report be accepted.

[Moved: Joanna Higgins: Seconded: Rhonda Farragher: Carried ]

5.6 VP (Development) Report: Tracey Muir
The VP (Development) gave an oral report. A copy of her report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 7). The VP thanked Gaye Williams, Merrilyn Goos and Gloria Stillman for their support during her term.
Motion: That the Vice-President’s (Development) report be accepted.

[Moved: TM; Seconded: Vince Geiger: Carried]

5.7 VP (Communications) Report: Kevin Larkin
The VP (Communications) gave an oral report. A copy of his written report is attached to the minutes (Attachment 8). 
Motion: That the Vice-President’s (Communications) report be accepted.

[Moved: KL; Seconded: Jenni Way: Carried]
 
6. 	Election of Officers
    6.1 Secretary
    Nominee: Catherine Attard
[Elected unopposed]

    6.2 VP Conferences
    Nominee: Jodie Hunter
[Elected unopposed]

6.3 VP Development
Nominees: Jodie Miller
[Elected unopposed]

6.4 VP Publications
Nominees: Jenni Way
[Elected unopposed]

The President, Tom Lowrie, thanked Joanna Higgins for her incredible work on the Publications portfolio. Joanna has a great connection with the editors of MERJ, Robyn Jorgensen and Peter Sullivan, keeping them on task in a seamless and professional way. 

The President also thanked Tracey Muir, acknowledging the support she has given him and the executive. Tracey has engaged with newcomers in a very special way. Many newcomers spoke to Tom about how important that function was for them and how they felt welcomed by Tracey. 

7. General Business:
The Treasurer proposed an increase in membership fees to address the increase in costs.
Motion: That MERGA increases fees for full members from $100 to $150

[Moved from the Chair; Carried]

The Treasurer proposed a change to the wording relating to the student bursaries. 

Motion: To change the wording of the student bursary to be consistent with the research graduate bursary. 
[Moved from the Chair; Carried]

. The VP (Research),  Janette Bobis acknowledged the Early Career Award judges who diligently attended all of the paper presentations at the conference. There was a clear winner, who receives a plaque and cheque for $500. The winner for 2015 is Jodie Miller.
[bookmark: _GoBack]. Gregor Lomas, a MERGA member passed away last week. Monday 26th June, aged 62. The following tribute to Gregor was presented by Jodie Hunter:
Gregor Lomas died on Monday 22nd June after battling cancer for the last four years (aged 62). He had continued to work in the maths education field up until last December, attending his last MERGA in Sydney last year. He has presented and published in MERGA a number of times, he has also acted as a reviewer on both early bird and other research papers, co-ordinating this process at times (sorry I don’t have the exact number of times). He has also reviewed and published in a number of international journals including MERGA and MTED.

Gregor began his involvement in mathematics education in 1976 when he completed his secondary teacher training. He become head of Mathematics and Computing at Mangere College in Auckland before becoming involved in the wider maths community when he took up the position of Head of Mathematics at the Auckland Teachers College in 1995. In his role of Head of Mathematics Gregor helped develop the first degree for primary teacher education in NZ and in 2000 became involved in the development of the NZ Numeracy Project. He has continued to be involved in this, from its conception, introduction into Years 1 - 3 and then as it progressed on through Years 4 - 6, 7 - 8 and as it moved into the early secondary school. He was also involved in the changes to secondary pre-service teacher education and managed the changes as Auckland College of Education merged with the University of Auckland’s School of Education in 2004. He held the position of Head of the School for the School of Science Mathematics and Technology Education, in the Faculty of Education (University of Auckland) for six years where he continued to fight to improve the teaching and learning of mathematics. During this time he completed his Doctorate recognising the position research had in informing practice. In 2011 in recognition for his support of mathematics education in NZ he was awarded a life membership to the Auckland Mathematics Association (AMA).
 
Gregor encouraged his staff to attend and present at both national and international conferences / huis (meetings), and willingly gave his time to mentor the writing of papers. He himself valued the friends and networks he was able to make though attending conferences and meetings which brought together those interesting in the teaching and researching of mathematics education. He was an advocator for maths education, arguing fiercely when he believed in something or someone. Even if he did not agree with you he was someone who respected others and if you ever had an argument with him where it ended with him saying “move on ..” you knew you had won.
 
He is already missed by his colleagues at the University of Auckland. The respect he held was evident in the number of people who came to his funeral. There were people from the many areas Gregor had been involved in with so many attending that a large number of people had to stand as those attending spilled over into the foyer.

Meeting closed: 5:19pm
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