VP Development Report July 2009

As VP Development, I represented MERGA in various ways in 2008-09 including: 
· Respond to National Mathematics Curriculum documents

· Implement initiatives to increase new members and encourage practicing teachers

· Oversee several award and bursary processes

· Increase Australasian discussions around the nature of expert teachers

· Increase connections between MERGA research and other international research 
As MERGA VP Development, I was one of five AAMT representatives at the National Mathematics Forum on the National Curriculum on Tuesday 14 October 2008 invited to work with Professor Peter Sullivan the next day to respond to forum feedback. This small working party (National Curriculum Professional Association Workshop) was an effective way to provide advice on integrating feedback into National Curriculum documents. The two written MERGA responses to NCB documents developed after the forum are available in the Development section of the MERGA website along with the individual submissions from MERGA members which were invaluable in framing these MERGA response. On March 18th 2009, I was invited to participate in a further consultation workshop about the National Mathematics Curriculum. Throughout the extensive consultations process, I had numerous opportunities to bring to the forefront the extensive research-based evidence available through MERGA. 

The New Members Workshop that has been planned for MERGA 2009 is intended to introduce new members to the MERGA research community, and provide opportunities for them to meet the MERGA Executive. We are hoping this will encourage new members to continue their association with MERGA, and increase their participation over time. The workshop program has been planned to raise awareness of what is involved in educational research, and provide opportunities for discussion between new members. 

At the time of writing this report, the Early Career Award process is underway with several promising applicants. One of the two Teaching Bursaries has been awarded to assist a practicing teacher to present her work at MERGA and another is still likely to be awarded. My thanks to the MERGA Executive for developing the criteria for the Teaching Bursary. The Beth Southwell Practical Implications Award (previously PIA) was not awarded in 2009.  The four judges independently decided there was not a paper of high enough overall quality to receive this award. Applicants have been provided with feedback through the normal MERGA review process that is consistent with comments of the four judges (two from each of AAMT and MERGA). Hopefully, the absence of a BSPIA in 2009 will stimulate interest in 2010 submissions and provide a strong field for the next BSPIA. 

The Teaching Standards Round Table for MERGA 2009, is intended as a start to Australasian discussions on what is involved in high quality teaching and that it will lead to closer collaborative links across Australasia around this topic. Glenda Anthony’s involvement as Shadow VP Development will be crucial to this process.

The MERGA initiative to include an invited symposium at the 2008 MERGA conference was highly successful with many MERGA members attending the ‘Tommy Dreyfus Symposium’ and subsequent papers (see MERGA Development website). Contact the VP Development if you have an international visitor for whom this model could be relevant.

Gaye Williams. VP Development 2008-2009
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