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Each of the Education Departments was contacted and asked  “What are the requirements needed for a person to teach mathematics in a state/territory public secondary school”.

Findings

All states require four-year trained.  This is sometimes relaxed for overseas graduates, and in regions (e.g. rural and remote, working class areas) where there are shortages.  All interviewees who said they require discipline studies also require some maths methods. 

Victoria  (03) 9637-2000

Qualified teacher.

 “Guidelines, not rules, say” a sub-major in mathematics (for new teachers) or acceptable experience (principal’s judgement). Same standard for Years 7-12.

New South Wales (02) 9561-8000

4 years teacher education including “specialisation” in maths and 13 weeks of training in special education. ( “Specialisation in” means “a major”)

Western Australia (08) 9264-4111

To teach senior maths, principals are advised that applicants must have studied relevant discipline studies at 2nd year university level.  For lower secondary, first year maths or (no maths but second year chemistry, physics, etc.) is likely to be acceptable.

Queensland  (07) 3377-4777

Registration is general (primary and secondary include, and all subject areas). District offices decide whether individual applicants have the necessary strengths to teach particular levels and subjects.

South Australia  (08) 8226-1291

Major in maths.

Northern Territory  (08) 8999-5511

Maths major or minor, through to Year 12 (usually either major or experience is required for senior years).

ACT   (02) 6205-9280

Major in maths. May be possible to teach in lower secondary with minor in maths and major in a hard science – depends on principal and on experience.

Tasmania 1300-135-513

No specifications. “Need to show that they could deliver”.  I queried this further and was told a person with teacher qualifications “could teach rocket science – there are no specific subject requirements”.

