MERGA INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT SCHEME BURSARY

The purpose of this bursary is for MERGA to contribute to the development of mathematics education research paticularly in the Australasian region by providing financial assistance to international researchers who have limited access to financial support to attend and present a paper at the annual MERGA conference. This scheme aligns with MERGA’s goal of extending our Australasian outreach and establishing a stronger regional presence while acknowledging the financial constraints affecting participation that may be experienced by researchers in developing countries in the region. MERGA is offering two MERGA International  Research  Development Scheme Bursaries to support the attendance of 2 researchers from overseas at each annual conference. These are to help cover full conference registration. The recipients must be making a contribution to the conference program — preferably a research report but otherwise a short communication or a symposium paper.

Eligibility

The bursaries are available for international researchers who have limited access to financial support attending the full conference. These researchers are not Australian or New Zealand residents. Applicants must provide information about all other possible forms of financial support they might be able to access, such as University support, foreign aid, and how much support, if any, they already have. It is not possible to be awarded a MERGA Teacher Bursary, a MERGA Student Bursary or a MERGA Research Graduate Bursary and a MERGA International Research Development Scheme Bursary in the same year. The decision of the MERGA Executive on assessing the applicants’ eligibility will be final and not open to appeal.
Applications for MERGA International Research Development Scheme Bursaries

International researchers needing monetary assistance intending to come to the MERGA conference should apply for an International Research Development Scheme Bursary at the same time as they send in their proposal for a research paper, short oral, or symposium paper.  If this timeline is too short for Visa requirements, the Vice President (Research) should be emailed to signal the applicant’s intent to apply.

Up to  two bursaries are to be awarded each year, at the discretion of the VP (Research) who will inform the conference organisers of the winners. Successful applicants will have submitted a research paper for refereeing and have the paper accepted for either presentation or publication.
Applicants are to provide a letter of support from their Head of School or equivalent on university letterhead and a statement of what other monetary support they have received or are eligible for and what financial contribution they are able to contribute to participation in the conference.

Each bursary will provide funding equivalent to the earlybird conference registration fee. This funding will be paid directly to the conference organisers by MERGA (i.e. the successful applicants will not have to pay registration up front.) 

Note:

* No announcements of recipients' names are made.

* A person may receive only one MIRDS Bursary across his/her career. Applicants are eligible to apply for other bursaries and awards in other years. Applicants can apply for the ECA concurrently with a MIRDS Bursary.

Application form

The application form should be mailed (or printed, completed and signed, scanned and emailed) with the one-page statement, short CV including  a list of conference presentations and any publications and the Head’s endorsement to the Vice President (Research) by May 1. Applicants are encouraged to use the Early Bird review process.

