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1.0 SCOPE OF SCHOLARLY WORK INCLUDED IN THE
CONFERENCE

MERGA is concerned with the promotion of qualitg¢ling of mathematics and
mathematics education at all levels, through @itstudy and reflection on practice and
theory. Work accepted for presentation at the agenfee will be related to mathematics
education whether at pre-school, primary, secondargational, and/or tertiary levels or
within informal and workplace settings. Relevangitcareas include:

. mathematics teaching, learning and assessment;
. mathematics teacher education;
. the policy environment of mathematics educatiorcice;

. emerging cultural, political, economic and techigidal contexts of mathematics
education; and

. the practice of mathematics within various cultusaiciological, philosophical and
technological contexts.

Works will be expressed in a variety of scholadyms, including those relating to
empirical studies, position papers, reflective repand critiques of developments in
educational practice, confirmatory studies, redeareprogress, reviews of literature,
theoretical studies, meta-studies, and so on.

Works will meet conventional standards of scholgrsis practised within the research and
scholarly community. Accordingly, the expressioraathors’ comments, analyses,
opinions, ideas, arguments and experiences togeittean emphasis on the critical
examination of ideas, a reasoned interrogatiorssfilaptions and informing principles,
and a respect for the place of evidence, will balimark of the conference proceedings.

20 RESEARCH METHODOLOGIESAND DISCIPLINARY
FRAMEWORKS

MERGA acknowledges the equivalent value of researchother forms of scholarly
inquiry. As such, a broad range of research metlogdes and their methods will be
accepted. These will include, for instance, quatiti¢ approaches such as experimental
and quasi-experimental investigations, qualitasttelies such as case studies or
ethnographies, participatory projects includingactesearch, and postmodernist inquiry.

MERGA also acknowledges, and encourages, schgtairsinnathematics education that
draws on a wide range of theoretical paradigmsiateddisciplinary analyses. MERGA
acknowledges the importance of opportunities farisiy emerging ideas in mathematics
education and teacher development.

3.0 KINDSOF CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS: PUBLISHED
PAPERS, SYMPOSIA, SHORT COMMUNICATIONS, ROUND
TABLES, AND POSTERS
The conference program will allow for the preseantabf published papers, symposia,

short communications, posters, and round tablesilBeelating to each of these are set
out below.



NB. Details for the formatting of each type of metation can be found on the
conference website.

3.1 Requirements For Research Papers
Research papers can take two major forms:

. reports of empirical investigations; or

. papers that are not based on empirical researtiding:

a theoretical discussion;

a position paper;

a report of scholarly enquiry in progress;

a literature review, a meta-study;

an account of a new initiative;

a reflective critique of practice; or

o any mixture of these or other recognised schofariys.

O O O O O

All papers for publication in the conference pratiags should contain the following:

. a statement of the problem/issue and a discuss$iib® significance;

. a critical analysis of the research literaturet aslates to the topic of the paper; and
. conclusions and implications for mathematics edanaterived from the study.

All papers must respect MERGA's ethical guidelinglating to research work. Papers

must be formatted using the WORD template andcadw authors that are available from
the MERGA website.

In addition, papers must be free of grammaticad|lsyg and typographical errors...

I. Empirical investigations
When empirical investigations are reported (sucim @an experimental intervention,
confirmatory study, or action research, etc.),ghper should also include

. the research question;

. a statement of rationale for methodologies usambilecting and analysing data;

. in the literature review, acknowledgement of theottetical framework and of prior
work in the area, with an explanation of how thekuported in the paper builds on
that earlier work; and

. a critical analysis and discussion of data in itjetlof the research literature.
The MERGA website has advice for authors that edpanore on these points.

Ii.  Theoretical or position papers

When the work is a theoretical discussion, a pmsigiaper, a report of scholarly inquiry in
progress, a review of literature, a theoreticatlgta meta-study, an account of a new
initiative, a reflective critique of practice oryamixture of these or other recognised
scholarly forms, the material presented must beudised critically, and alternative points
of view relating to themes presented should be@ppately argued.



It is expected that presenting authors will havei@utes to present their work at the
conference. At least 10 minutes of this time mesaliowed to field questions and
comments from the audience.

Originality

Only research papers that are substantially difterem work that has been published
previously will be considered for publication iretbonference proceedings and/or
presentation at the conference.

Reviewing of research papers

Research papers will be reviewed by a panel ofspggproved by the conference
committee. The main purpose of the refereeing m®weto contribute to the growth and
development of quality practice in mathematics atioa research. Thus reviewers are
asked to assist authors by providing helpful feeldl@nd to comment on the suitability of
papers for presentation at the conference. Accglgiit will not be assumed that
published papers presented at the conference sviklpolished as articles in scholarly
journals. Referees will be asked to assess papérg keviewed against the accepted
norms for scholarly works presented at MERGA caatiees, as set out above.

Each conference proceedings’ Editorial Team widtreise discretion over the reviewing
process.

Reviewers’ comments will be returned to the authArghors whose papers are not
accepted for publication may be invited by the@thl panel to present their paper at the
conference, with an abstract (only) being publisimetthe proceedings. Otherwise, papers
may be rejected outright, with no opportunity foegentation at the conference in an
alternative form.

The MERGA website has detailed advice about catkmn reviewing of MERGA papers,
review forms, and examples of strong and poor wevief different types.

3.2 Requirementsfor Symposia

Presentation of groups of published papers relayatieme in the form a research
symposium is encouraged. The symposium forum gilparticularly suitable for
presentations relating to a single large projegresentations that explore topical themes
from different and/or related perspectives. Spdaigrest Groups [SIGs] are encouraged
to consider the symposium option as a means famghand discussing current research.

A symposium should consist of no more than fous@ntations of about 15 minutes
duration each. Written symposium papers shoulddltfettie length of research papers.
Empirical or non-empirical papers are acceptableyagposium papers.

A brief overview of the symposium (about one pageluding a title, the names of
presenters and the titles of their contributiomsl short abstracts of each presentation, will
be prepared by th&mposium proposer and included with the papers. The symposium
proposer will also nominate another person to dh&isymposium, and a discussant may
also be named if desired. This information showltbanpany the collection of papers
submitted for review.

The set of symposium papers (and the overview)heilblind reviewed by two reviewers
selected by the Editorial Team. The main purposbefeviews is the same as for



published papers, although the reviewers will dls@sked to consider the cohesiveness of
the set of symposium papers.

Each conference proceedings’ Editorial Team widlreise discretion over the reviewing
process.

Reviewers’ comments will be returned to the symmsproposer. Authors of symposium
papers that are not accepted for publication mapted by the editorial panel to present
their paper at the conference, with an abstrady)deing published in the proceedings.

3.3 Requirementsfor Short Communications

Short communications include reports of works ieliprinary stages, reports of pilot
projects, initial reviews of literature, ideas aggestions for future study, and briefer
discussions of particular issues. Short commurdnatallow new researchers to obtain
feedback on projects in a constructive and supgoenvironment, and foster the building
of links between researchers with similar intere&tsy author may choose to present a
short communication rather than to submit a re$epaper.

Abstracts of 100 words are required for short comications. The abstracts will be
reviewed by the Editorial Team and, if acceptedl, lva published in the conference
proceedings. Presenters are invited to preparger fpar distribution at the conference, but
these papers are not included in the proceedings.

34 Requirementsfor Posters

Posters provide an alternative to short commurinatas a means to have constructive
interaction and feedback on mathematics educagisearch in its preliminary stages, pilot
studies, or ideas for future research. Postera@repportunities to display commercial
materials.

Brief, 100 word, descriptions of posters—similaatustracts—are required for posters.
The descriptions will be reviewed by the Editoiiglam and, if accepted, will be published
in the conference proceedings.

Presenters need to prepare posters for hangingmaying at the Poster Exhibition, and
must contact the conference co-ordinator regarthieg needs (wall space, display table,
power for their computer, etc.).

3.5 Requirementsfor Round Table presentations

The round table presentation is a forum that wibvde opportunities for presenters to:
. report on specific aspects of a mathematics educatisearch project;

. discuss research in progress or a proposed project;

. seek support and/or collaborators for researchept®j monographs, journal articles,
or other publications related to mathematics edocaand

. to lead discussions on philosophical issues, mellbgdtal issues, political issues
and activities, and other issues related to mathiesn@ducation

Forty minutes will be allocated for round tablessess. Sessions will involve a number of
round tables being set up in a large space with 8hhirs around each. Presenters will
lead the discussion. Unlike formal paper presemtathe round table is a forum in which a



conversation takes place. Those attending wilkbe fo move around the room, joining
conversations that are taking place at the variabies

Extended abstracts of 250 words are required famddable presentations. The abstracts
will be reviewed by the Editorial Team and, if aotas, will be published in the
conference proceedings.

Presenters should bring with them 20 copies ofudision papers or other relevant
materials for participants.

40 SUBMITTING MULTIPLE PAPERS

In order to ensure that the conference prograra is@dusive as possible, authors will
normally be restricted to TWO published researgbepacarrying their name.

NB. Authors may also, or alternatively, wish to cdmiite two research symposia, short
communications, posters and round tables. In sumrtiag only limit is_two
submissions for each type of research format.

5.0 TIMELINES

For all research formats — regular research papgngposia, short communications,
posters, and round table presentations — submgssaist be sent (via e-mail attachment
with accompanying paperwork) by the due date asrtided by the conference organisers.
It may not be possible to accept late submissions.

Theearly bird process

Conference organisers will set two dates for carfee submissions, about one month
apart: an “early bird” date and a final date. Autghof research papers and symposia are
invited to submit papers by the early bird date] #orese will either be accepted outright
for publication in full in the proceedings, or retad with advice about how they might be
improved. No submissions will be rejected at thége. Authors whose papers have been
returned may choose to rewrite the paper, takitmanscount advice given, and to
resubmit it by the final date for a final review.

6.0 ETHICS

MERGA recognises the need for research to be étlaicd for all participants to be fully
informed and to have given their written permisdimntheir ideas, images, work
(including students’ work) and responses to be us@diblications. Note that subjects may
not be actively participating in research actigtibut it is still expected that permission be
obtained.

Any research reports submitted to MERGA and anyerence presenters must uphold the
principles laid out by the Australian AssociatidrResearch in Education (AARE) in its
Code of Ethics for Research in Educatand/or the New Zealand Association for
Research in Education Code of Ethics.

Most Education Departments and most pre-schooga@@nd tertiary institutions have
ethics requirements that cover students, teachersther employees. MERGA expects
that all of the relevant permissions will be ob&rfrom such institutions by researchers
and/or teachers who contribute to MERGA conferemecesworkshops, as well as journals
and other publications.



7.0 REPUBLISHING MERGA CONFERENCE PAPERS AND
JOURNAL ARTICLES

Conference paper authors sign a publication agreetogive MERGA copyright and the
benefits for the association that flow from thabwéver, it is easy to get permission to
republish their work.

There are several forms of republication, includimg following.

. MERGA encourages all authors of conference papedgtelop them into journal
articles for submission in MERJ, MTED, or anothppipriate journal. It is
assumed that this requires extra writing.

. Authors may wish to use the whole or parts of tpaper(s) in their own institutions
in a reader or study guide for students, or to gieelleague in another institution
permission to use a paper for this purpose.

. Editors may seek to include the paper in an editdiection.

Any author who wishes to re-publish conference papethe above or similar ways
should contact MERGA'¥ice President (Publicationby email, for written permission.
Normally, permission is given readily.

In some cases, MERGA members may wish to re-puhlithrticles that have been
published in MERJ or MTED. Again, they should cantine Vice President
(Publications). The MERGA Executive will considaese cases.



