MERGA VP (Conferences) Report to the AGM: July 2009

Bobbie Hunter

I begin with expressing my thanks to the other Executive members of MERGA and particularly our President Judy Mousley. Judy has provided amazing support for all members of the executive. She has given her wealth of knowledge willingly whenever asked and this has made the job of VP (Conferences) so much easier. Thanks also to my colleagues on the committee who have responded to any concerns or questions and given their advice readily. 

 To begin, congratulations and our thanks goes to Merrilyn Goos as Chair of the 2008 Conference Organising Committee and her team for a very successful MERGA 31 Conference. Merrilyn chaired a collaborative team of MERGA members from all the Brisbane universities: Australian Catholic University, Griffith University, Queensland University of Technology, and the University of Queensland. The joint effort of a large group of individuals resulted in a conference on an attractive campus in much appreciated warmth. 

For the 2008 conference a new process of reviewing research papers, symposia, and other types of contributions was trialled. Ten panels comprising of mathematics education researchers with appropriate expertise were convened throughout Australia and New Zealand. Each paper was independently reviewed by two panel members, who then discussed their assessments and produced a single consensus report that provided the author(s) with detailed feedback. Convenors, panel members, and authors were all provided with opportunity to review this new process through a questionnaire. The positive responses provided us with the mandate to continue the same review process for the 2009 conference. All convenors, panel members, and authors have again been asked to complete a review of the process and we will need as a larger group to do a complete review again of the process. This year as a committee we looked at the review forms and modified them to provide more appropriate feedback to authors. The forms will continue to be reviewed, as will the review process in an effort to ensure that conference papers are of a high standard but at the same time represent what they are; conference papers not journal articles.  

2009 has provided me personally with a huge learning curve as I have been part of the organising committee for MERGA 32. As Judy said a few weeks back, “perhaps all VP (Conferences) should experience organising a conference”. I agree with this although do not advise it! This conference has been organised by Massey University on our Wellington Campus by staff from the Palmerston North and Auckland Campus. This has held its own challenges. Thanks go to my colleagues Brenda Bicknell, Tim Burgess, Margaret Walshaw, Glenda Anthony and Ngaire Davies. 

2010 MERGA 33 will be in Fremantle, led by a team organised by Len Sparrow. The conference will be held at John Curtin College of the Arts in Fremantle where AAMT are holding their conference this year. The dates are set for Saturday 3rd July to Wednesday 7th July. Keynote speakers are Professor Dr Marja van den Heuvel-Pan Huizen, Professor Robyn Jorgensen and Barry Kissane. I am sure that this will be a well organized and most enjoyable conference. 

We are currently in discussion about the venue for 2011 and this will be announced in due course. 

Thank you again for your support.
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