Getting published, Part 2: 
To which journal should I submit my manuscript?
Judy Mousley

There is an easy answer to that question: either the Mathematics Education Research Journal (MERJ) or Mathematics Teacher Education and Development (MTED). These are the journals that MERGA produces and I love the idea of every excellent article written about mathematics education being submitted to them. But I doubt that this answer would satisfy many of you, because you have received a range of other advice: “Go for the top journals”, “Choose one that suits your style”, “Go for one that turns articles around quickly”, and so on. But how do you know which are “top” journals, what does “top” mean, how do you know their style, and what other factors should you consider? In this paper I hope to give some advice on such matters.

Let us suppose that you have written a conference paper, a thesis chapter, or another article and are wondering which journal to adapt it for and send it off to. It will need additional work to make it the right length and academic “weight” for a journal, and the extra material needs to be appropriate for the journal you send it to. So where do you start?

Multiple payoffs

First, do not only plan only one journal article: aim to use the core of your work for at least three. One might be a general mathematics education research journal, such as MERJ. Another might be a more specialist, topic-based journal, such that one that focuses on using technology for teaching and learning, or gender issues, or multiple intelligences, or socio-cultural theory, or curriculum development, teacher education, or … the list of possibilities goes on and on. That is, consider the specific content of your writing and find out if there is a journal that publishes about that aspect of mathematics education that is the focus of your work. A third article could be written for a teachers’ journal. Of course, it is a thesis you are drawing from, you should aim higher than three articles.

It is very important not to send off the same article to more than one journal. This is quite unethical, so you need to make an overall plan that might draw on the same data but use a quite different “lens” to examine it
. For the two academic journals you would focus on quite different aspects of literature, and perhaps different research questions, building two different contexts. The third article may not include a formal literature review, but will put more emphasis on practical implications and examples. 

Similarly, the particular data you focus on and/or the way you analyse it could be quite different. The way you present the data is likely to be less formal in the teachers’ journal, but it still needs enough detail to be convincing. In each article you are speaking to a different audience, so consider their specific needs and interests.

Writing with another person is another way to make good use of one set of data. Perhaps another postgraduate student, or a colleague at work, or a teacher has complementary knowledge that will contribute to an original, joint paper. 

After reading the advice below and selecting your target journal, plan your set of articles together but write them sequentially. Jot down a possible title and subheadings for each of your articles, and make sure that they are different enough to suit the three different audiences. Remember that it will not be enough to paste the same content into any more than one of the articles so think about the writing and re-writing that will need to be undertaken for each one. Test your outline against the criteria for each of the journals (see below).

Now set a timeline. Can you complete one manuscript each week? … fortnight? … month? Whether you are writing out of a thesis, keep the timeline as short as possible, because the literature review will soon age and it is likely that others will be researching similar topics. 

Match the content to the journal

Consider the general content (as above) as well as the audience. If your paper/thesis focused on (say) gender issues, there is little point sending it off to a journal for Indigenous education, unless the data include findings about, or specifically relevant to, Indigenous girls and/or boys; and the article “speaks to” people interested in this specific field. 

All journals have a description of the journal, and as well as the title of the journal this usually outlines the subject matter of acceptable articles. They also provide advice for authors, and this usually includes the types of articles accepted. In fact, you should only choose journals whose instructions to authors are readily accessible, comprehensive enough, and clear.

 Some journals have a built-in readership that suits members of an association. The Mathematical Thinking and Learning, for example, is subscribed by many International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics Education (PME) members and its focus is thus on thinking, cognition, understanding, and learning processes. Similarly, articles in MTED will be read and cited by MERGA members and others who are most interested in teacher education issues and professional development processes. You want your writing to be read and used, so do consider potential audiences of journals. 

There is a useful and fairly comprehensive list of mathematics education research journals compiled by the Collaborative Group for Research in Mathematics Education (University of Southampton, UK) at http://www.crme.soton.ac.uk/links/journals.html.

Match the style to the journal

Of course you will need to use the style guide or template provided for authors, it is the more general style of the journal that you need to consider here. This includes types of articles and approaches to research that are favoured.

You could ask a well-published academic for advice, but you can also learn a lot from browsing journals. The periodicals section of any university library can be both informative and inspirational. If the full text of a journal is not on-line, borrow a few copies to get a feel for its typical content. Tables of contents, at least, are usually available online, and many sites allow you to download one free issue. These will give you a further sense of commonly accepted general styles.

Further, the journal descriptions will help. Consider, for example, the differences between the following four descriptions:

(1) Quite a diversity of articles will be included: research reports; papers addressing general issues and perspectives; “successful pathways” – reports of exemplary practices that have a strong theoretical basis or have been evaluated effectively; discussion on recent and potential policy decisions and curriculum developments; evaluations of programs, materials, particular practices, research methods (e.g., teacher-as-researcher); summaries of what research says about specific … themes; philosophical debates; “think’ pieces where new ideas are presented; review of relevant books and software. The journal's purpose is to promote the sharing of ideas as well as research findings.
(2) … publishes critical, integrative reviews of research literature bearing on education. Such reviews should include conceptualizations, interpretations, and syntheses of literature and scholarly work in a field broadly relevant to education and educational research.
(3) … is an international refereed journal that provides a forum for the publication of research on the teaching and learning of mathematics at all levels.
(4) … publishes original refereed contributions on all aspects of curriculum studies (including those derived from historical, philosophical, comparative, and policy-related investigations), pedagogic theory, teacher education and development, assessment and evaluation, and the present state of schooling.
 
If you were writing or had just finished a thesis about teacher development, which one would you choose:

· … to make good use of your complete literature review?

· … to report constraints to how the teachers developed over time, and how you know this? (Your findings)

· … for a position paper about how the national and state testing regimes seem to be changing teachers’ willingness to vary classroom practices? (Your conclusion)

· … to report on and discuss the implications for university courses? (Your implications section)

While most journals do not have statements about preferred research approaches, although some journals accept mainly quantitative analyses while others are more likely to value qualitative work. Again, reading a few issues will give you a sense of what is accepted. Sometimes a preferred approaches to research is signalled clearly in the journal title and/or description, such as with the Empirical Research in Vocational Education and Training, or “the journal emphasizes real-world case studies that focus on issues that are relevant and important to STEM [Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics] practitioners” (Journal of STEM Education: Innovations and Research).

While looking at the content in a range of journals, you will notice that some are also more likely to accept specific theoretical frameworks: either general (such as “postmodern”) or more specific (such as neo-Vygotskian). If you match content and style well, you should choose a journal that seems to have the kind of expertise that will ensure your paper is given a “fair hearing” as well as an interested audience.

The academic standing of journals

A “top” journal means one that has a high profile; i.e., it has lots of readers as well as respect within the discipline. However, many people think that the differences between papers in most journals can be as large as the differences between journals, and reputations do change over time. Nevertheless journals are ranked—in people’s minds if not formally—so it is worth aiming high. 

The chief characteristic that makes one journal more valued than another is that it is refereed. Usually, the more international and the higher the professional standing of the reviewers, the more a journal is respected. DEST maintains a Register of Refereed Journals, listing journals that have been assessed by DEST as satisfying the refereeing requirements for the Higher Education Research Data Collection (HERDC). Other journals may be counted, but you may need to prove to your research office that they are refereed and of good standing (usually by submitting a list of the reviewers, their titles and their universities and/or countries). Don’t every consider sending a substantial research report off to a non-refereed journal.

Other “profile” factors include recognition of the journal internationally. Here, consider features like impact—perhaps measured by citation rates
. In New Zealand there is no definitive list of high-quality journals, but Australia has emphasised this more. This has happened both through the federal Department of Education and the Australian research Council (ARC). The Australian Research Council is working on the Excellence in Research for Australia (ERA) initiative to assess research quality within Australia's higher education, and part of this exercise includes ranking journals. Academics were asked to recommend well-known, readily recognised and respected journals, international indexes were used, library subscription rates and audience sizes were reported, and so on. To date, a “draft” list has been released for Education. Publication of the draft list for all disciplines caused quite a few complaints so now the only official Australian lists are for the Humanities and Creative Arts as well as Physical, Chemical and Earth Sciences—but even those are only for use in a trial and will be revised in the future.

However, the draft list of mathematics education journals, released in 2008 by the ARC (see Table 1), is useful. It gives some indication of the journals that are most often read and respected internationally as well as in Australia. In the table below, A* is the highest ranking, followed by A, B, then C. The final column gives a weighting from 0 to 20. 

Table 1.
Mathematics education journals listed in the draft ARC list.

	1
	Educational Studies in Mathematics: An international Journal 
	1
	A*
	18.28

	2
	For the Learning of Mathematics: An international Journal of mathematics 
	1
	A
	16.02

	3
	International Journal of Science and Mathematics Education
	1
	A
	 

	4
	Journal for Research in Mathematics Education
	1
	A*
	19.45

	5
	Journal of Mathematical Behavior, The 
	1
	A
	15.72

	6
	Journal of Mathematics Teacher Education 
	1
	A
	15.07

	7
	Mathematics Education Research Journal
	1
	A
	18.75

	8
	Focus on Learning Problems in Mathematics 
	2
	C
	 

	9
	Hiroshima Journal of Mathematics Education 
	2
	 
	 

	10
	International Journal for Mathematics Teaching & Learning 
	2
	B
	13.38

	11
	International Journal for Technology in Mathematics Education
	2
	B
	 

	12
	International Journal of Computers for Mathematical Learning
	2
	B
	6.19

	13
	International Journal of Mathematical Education in Science & Technology  (IJMEST)
	2
	B
	13.11

	14
	Journal of Computers in Mathematics & Science Teaching 
	2
	B
	6.19

	15
	Journal of Statistics Education
	2
	B
	 

	16
	Korean Journal of Mathematics Education 
	2
	 
	 

	17
	Mathematical Thinking & Learning: An international Journal 
	2
	B
	14.51

	18
	Mathematics Teacher Education & Development 
	2
	B
	15.25

	19
	Research in Mathematics Education

	2
	 
	 

	20
	Teaching Mathematics and Its Applications
	2
	C
	 

	21
	The Mathematics Educator (Singapore)
	2
	 
	 

	22
	The Montana Mathematics Enthusiast
	2
	 
	 

	23
	ZDM - The International Journal on Mathematics Education

	2
	 
	 

	24
	Journal of Science & Math Education in Southeast Asia
	3
	 
	 

	25
	Mathematics and Computer Education
	3
	C
	 

	26
	Statistics Education Research Journal
	3
	C
	 

	27
	Teaching Statistics
	3
	C
	0.00

	28
	T M E Online: The mathematics educator (US, student paper)
	4
	 
	0.00

	29
	The Electronic Journal of Mathematics and Technology eJMT  
	4
	 
	 

	30
	The International Journal of Computer Algebra in Mathematics Education
	4
	 
	 


If there are several journals that suit your topic, your research approach, and your style of writing, a list such as that above could be helpful. Of course these are only journals that are specific to mathematics education there are other Education/ pedagogy (and non-Education) journals that you could consider, and it is not hard to find a complete list.

Otherwise, many institutions use the Social Sciences Index to get a sense of how highly about 10,000 journals are valued, based on how often the journals are cited. This index does allow you, when applying for positions or promotion, to rank your own publications using an internationally recognised system
. The problems with using SSI are that: 

(a) it does not include many mathematics education journals: Journal for Research in Mathematics Education is there, but not MERJ (I have not checked the others listed above); and

(b) you need to pay for a membership or access it via your institution if you want detailed information about a journal, such as its citation numbers over time.

A widely used alternative is Journal Citation Reports (JCR), but again you will need to access this via your library.

Usage by peers is also a good indicator of who is writing for and reading which journals. Check where researchers you know and respect are publishing by scanning your own bibliographies, their websites, and Google Scholar. Also ask your colleagues (and especially supervisors) for their recommendations.
Do not be discouraged if you submit an article to a journal and it is rejected outright, as every well-published author has had this happen many times. In fact, if every one of your manuscripts is being accepted, you are probably aiming too low in terms of the academic standard of journals.

Journal accessibility and visibility

You want your writing not only to be published but also to be read—and hence to be found easily worldwide. These days, you should seek journals that are made readily available electronically
, in print form in libraries or electronically available through their systems, and in pre-publication systems such as via authors’ home pages and institutional clearinghouses. 
It is also worth considering whether a journal indexed in the widely used electronic databases, such as ERIC and/or available via publishers’ outlets that a lot of academic libraries subscribe to. Your institution’s librarian will be able to access Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory, which lists the databases in which a journal is indexed.

These days, I believe that appointment, tenure and promotion committees value journals that publish only online equally with hard copy journals, or hard plus electronic issues. An increasing number of these are now peer reviewed and some are very well regarded and have quite high journal impact factors. However, this is a personal opinions and one gained while working in an institution that values electronic resources highly for its distance education programs as well as postgraduate supervision. It would be worth your asking senior staff in your own institution this question.

Journal management

Factors here include the editorial office process. Top journals receive so many papers from hopeful authors, they usually have editors or sub-editors who reject a good number of papers outright. They also tend to have drawn-out editorial processes and most young academics cannot afford to wait three years for a paper to be reviewed, as is likely to be the case with A* journals. Like anyone climbing a professional ladder, perhaps it is more important for you to get some runs on the board before aiming to be published in the world’s “top” journals. You should certainly aim to complete a thesis or a significant research project before heading that way.
 Even then, good articles may be rejected due to lack of space or because they do not match the current focus of such a journals. However, heavily subscribed journals with a high rejection rate usually give authors a rapid decision on whether the manuscript is going to be sent to reviewers of not (and why not) so if you have received very positive feedback on the content of, say, a conference paper then submission at this level might be worth the investment.

Some journals have gained a reputation for giving detailed and constructive feedback, although this depends on luck of the draw with reviewers too. Feedback is desirable because it guides the way that you are expected to improve the manuscript before re-submission, but also because you are likely to be writing and re-writing for other purposes. For example, if it is possible for you to submit a chapter from a thesis, written up as a journal article, the feedback should allow you to get notice of potential problems.

Some authors keep an eye open for new journals, because these do not usually have a bank of material to draw on and the initial enthusiasm of editors and editorial panels may result in quick publications and/or detailed feedback. Other authors have had success with on-line journals, especially those that are not strictly in the field of Education, because of efficient and speedy turn-around times. Such decision, however, need to be balanced against having an established a reputation as well as the other factors outlined above. Most importantly, it takes several years of successful publication for articles to be available via electronic databases.

At last! Writing for a specific journal

As you can see, selecting the right journal for your manuscript can take some time, but you will learn a lot and it is worth the effort to give yourself the best chance of its being published and read.

Once you have considered the above factors, I suggest that you write with first with one specific journal in mind, and then with another in mind. You will now have a good sense of its target audience, its commonly cited authors from your topic area, the advice it provides for authors, and the typical style of writing as well as the expected presentation style—as well as the research “lens” you will adopt for each paper. 

NOTES: 

1. This is a working document. Do you have further questions or suggestions for improving its content? If so, please contact me by email: judym@deakin.edu.au. As always, assistance with proof reading is also appreciated.

2. Experienced academics may wish to disagree with some points made above. I am happy to make changes or to add counterpoints, and again I am happy to receive your advice and suggestions by email.

3. The first article on getting published, about writing research reports for conferences and journals, is available on the MERGA website (Development section). After I attend to your feedback, this article will also be uploaded to the MERGA website.

� 	An article published in a second language is considered to be a duplicate. 


� 	The above four summaries are copied from the “About …” summaries of the Journal of Curriculum Studies, MTED, MERJ, and Review of Educational Research. I will leave it to you to work out the order!


� 	“Citation metrics” can be used to support applications for new positions, tenure, promotions, or grants.


� 	This was the pre-cursor to MERJ. I don’t know why it was included.


� 	ZDM is actually a series of special issues. It is worth keeping an eye on their announcements about planned issues. It is highly respected so I suspect its “special issue” nature explains its lack of a rank.


�  	You can get a very rough sense of how often your own articles have been cited in articles that are available on line, and by whom, using � HYPERLINK "http://scholar.google.com.au/" ��Google Scholar�.


� 	The number of downloads since MERJ and MTED started publishing full text manuscripts on line is stunning!


� 	MERJ and MTED are listed in several widely used databases.


�  	It is usually possible to find out the acceptance rate from the editor, but it is hard to translate this into advice about whether to submit to it. Is it better to submit to a journal with a 35% acceptance rate than a 20% rate? The answer is “It depends on how suitable your article is”.


� 	If you have not heard back from the editor within 2 months of submitting and article, to say it is rejected or under review, it is reasonable to write to ask what is happening. Similarly, if an article has been sent to reviewers and you have not received feedback within nine months, inquire about the situation. Do not send an article elsewhere unless the prospect of publication seems hopeless. You could also ask, right at the start, about the policy regarding authors posting their pre-publication articles on their own websites.
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