Choosing appropriate forms of presentation

Judy Mousley


Aside from plenary papers and presentations of research papers, MERGA’s conferences include other forms of presentation. The purpose of each is outlined below.

Short presentations

This 10-minute format is very suitable for presentation (followed by questions) about:

· sections of a research project (a literature review and some issues arising);

· the proposed method, or issue arising from the methods in use;

· a partial data set;

· reports of successful practices (for teacher education, research, curriculum development, classroom teaching, a specific maths concept/skill, etc.);

The format also proves useful for inexperienced presenters and those whose English is not strong.  

If you are chairing a session comprising several short presentations, it is best to follow each one with a short question time. Of course, keeping to the scheduled time is essential.
Posters

This format is most useful when the content is visual: perhaps on a computer (such as useful software or electronic content), a display on a table, or a flat poster pinned to a display board. It may be accompanied by a handout (e.g. a summary, a draft paper) and the presenter will have a scheduled session to stand by the poster for questions and discussion about it.
Round Tables

This is an opportunity for group conversation about a topic of your choosing. Your presentation should be quite minimal (say 5 minutes), only with the aim of opening the discussion. After that, the presenter should use no more of the conversation time than any other participants. In this way, a “round table” is different from a short presentation or a poster, where your work and your ideas are the centre of attention. 
Symposia

A symposium is a series of short presentations that are closely related. They might be about one topic (such as maths in transition from primary to secondary school), or about one large research project. 
Workshops

This is an opportunity to teach. It needs to demonstrate the epitome of all good teaching: start where your audience is “at” and move them on from there. Given that they will not all be “at” the same level of knowledge, skill, and confidence, you will be faced with the same challenges as any teacher!
Aside from these traditional formats, it is possible for individual conference committees and members to include/suggest alternative formats. The round table sessions, for example, were introduced at the Geelong conference, and a member suggested the workshop format before a Melbourne conference. People with further suggestions should approach the VP (Conferences).
