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AGM Minutes
University of South Australia, Tuesday, 5th July, 2016, 4:15pm.
1. Present: Tom Lowrie, Catherine Attard, Janette Bobis, Julie Clark, Amy MacDonald, Jodie Miller, Dan Jazby, Peter Grootenboer, Aylie Davidson, Carly Sawatzki, Jaguthsing Dindyal, Vince Wright, Jenni Way, Judy Anderson, Sue Wilson, Berinderjeet Kaur, Merrilyn Goos, Vince Geiger, Colleen Vale, Helen Chick, Katie Makar, Glenda Anthony, Simone Zmood, Kim Beswick, Anne Bennison, Naomi Ingram, Kevin Larkin, Steve Thornton, Levon Blue, Lisa O’Keefe, Noleine Fitzalen, Helen Forgasz
2. Apologies: Janeen Lamb; Peter Sullivan
3. Minutes of the AGM at Sunshine Coast, Queensland, July, 2015
Motion: That the minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting held at the Sunshine Coast be accepted.
[Moved:CV ; Seconded:PG ]
4. Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes 
All matters arising dealt with in portfolio reports.

5.	Reports:
5.1 	President’s Report: Tom Lowrie
· ICME conference – MERGA will have a booth that we need to attend with our Australasian colleagues – this is organised by AAMT. AMSI have provided some books and flyers. We can man the booth to direct people to the Springer booth to promote RiMEA. TL suggested that members drop in to the booth and stay there for a while during the conference to talk to any interested people. We have the affiliate time slot on the Saturday from 4:00 to 6:00pm. Springer are going to put on the function from 6:00pm. 
· MERGA membership – Last year we had to increase membership fees significantly. This was approved at last year’s AGM. The concern was that we need more income but membership could have dropped as a result of the increase in fees. So far our membership has stabilised, in fact has increased slightly. 
· Tom thanked the Auckland conference team for postponing their conference for 12 months due to MERGA’s 40th anniversary in 2017. Tom also thanked the team from Monash who have agreed to hold the conference there – this will be a special event as the first MERGA conference was held at Monash and there will be some of MERGA’s inaugural members attending the conference. Thanks to Helen Forgasz and Ann Gervasoni.
· Tom reported at the end of 2015 that MERGA was going to have a stronger connection to AMSI. MERGA is now an affiliate of AMSI which is a very positive relationship for mathematics education. We need to consider AMSI’s capacity to help MERGA. This is showing growth in the international respect for MERGA. 

Motion: That the President’s report be accepted.
[Moved: TL: Accepted]

5.2 Treasurer's Report: Jodie Hunter for Janeen Lamb
Things are going well thanks to the profit from last year’s conference and the increase in fees. We are moving to a more stable position – much better than last year’s position. The total equity of $125. 765.14 is the amount that MERGA would need to remain viable for two years should issues arise around income and conference profits. 
Motion: That the Treasurer’s report be accepted.


[Moved:JH: Seconded: PG ]

5.3 [bookmark: _GoBack]VP (Research) Report: Janette Bobis 
· Early Career Award – JB thanked the reviewers. This is the second time we have used this process where those applying for award submitted through early bird process and got substantive feedback on the process. This year JB was mindful that the nature of the feedback may have advantaged some people over others. This year it was addressed more carefully – when requests went to people for reviews they were reminded of the purpose of the feedback. The panel of judges were not privy to the feedback that was originally given to applicants until the presentations at the conference. That feedback was revisited at the end of the process to ensure no-one was advantaged in the process. 

 
Motion: That the Vice President’s (Research) report be accepted.

[Moved: JB; Seconded:PG ]

5.4 VP (Conferences) Report: Jodie Hunter 
·  Thank you to Margaret Marhsman and her team for last year’s conference and Bruce White and Julie Clarke team for this year’s conference. We are planning our 2017 and 2018 conferences at the moment. Jodie has put a call out for 2019 – she is happy to start considering that conference.

Motion: That the Vice President’s (Conferences) report be accepted.
[Moved: JH; Seconded: JB ]

5.5 VP (Publications) Report: Jenni Way
· Jenni has highlighted some changes to the editorial team for MTED. She thanked....for managing transition to online and welcomed the NZ editorial team, Jodie Hunter etc. 
· We have a strong team continuing with MERJ and we now have a book review editor.
· Raised concerns at policy meeting about efficiency in reviewing papers.


Motion: That the Vice-President’s (Publications) report be accepted.
[Moved: Jenni Way: Seconded:VG  ]

5.6 VP (Development) Report: Jodie Miller
· JM thanked Tracy Muir for helping in transition for six months. Encouraged more people to apply for the practical implications award – reminded that applications need the additional two pages.
· 35 newcomers registered for newcomers’ welcome. 
· Social media has started – please support MERGA community via social media. 

Motion: That the Vice-President’s (Development) report be accepted.
[Moved: JM; Seconded: KM]

5.7 VP (Communications) Report: Kevin Larkin
· MERGA inventory of members should have been received late last year as PDF. AAMT maintains this database and MERGA executive have access – if things change with details/research interests please email sales@aamt.edu.au to update.
· We are upgrading the backend of the website. 
· We will be making a decision about the MERGA website in terms of design and function in the next few months.
· Bursary awards – any recipients of bursary awards are encouraged to write a newsletter article.
· Frequency of newsletters has declined because of emails. It will only be sent out if there is any news.
· Berinderjeet Kaur raised the point of not having received an email reminder for membership renewal.
· Carly Sawatzki asked about investigating the number of members who are not renewing until conference registration and whether this is something that needs to be reviewed. 
· We’re going to use an RA to look at all Australian universities to find out which academics are not MERGA members. 

Motion: That the Vice-President’s (Communications) report be accepted.
[Moved: KL; Seconded: Amy MacDonald] 
6. 	Election of Officers
    6.1 President
    Nominee: Tom Lowrie

    6.2 Treasurer
    Nominee: Carly Sawatzki
6.3 VP Research
Nominees: Janette Bobis
6.4 VP Communications
Nominees: Kevin Larkin


7. General Business:
· Early Career Award: The field this year was particularly strong but the decision was unanimous. We encourage applicants to apply again in 2017 if they are eligible. The winner for 2016 is Lisa O’Keefe. Lisa thanked Bruce White for encouraging her to submit a paper. 
· Tom thanked Janeen Lamb for her work on the MERGA executive committee. Janeen has always provided a sense of clarity in regards to MERGA’s position. She took great time at finding out what has happened in the past in order to clarify her statements and move forward. Janeen will be dearly missed. Janeen has been an incredible support for Tom as she has an incredible capacity to calm him down, particularly when the executive wanted to increase fees. 



Meeting closed: 5:00pm
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