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Reviewing procedures 
All papers in these proceedings were submitted as either research papers or 
professional papers. Research papers were reviewed according to established MERGA 
processes, while professional papers were reviewed according to established AAMT 
processes. These two sets of papers are published as separate sections of the 
proceedings. They are preceded by a section that includes invited keynote papers, 
including the winner of the Beth Southwell Practical Implications Award, which was 
reviewed according to MERGA processes as part of its eligibility for the award. 

MERGA reviewing process 
All research papers submitted were blind peer-reviewed (without author(s) being 
identified) by one of ten review panels comprising mathematics education researchers 
with appropriate expertise in the field. Review panels were convened throughout 
Australia and New Zealand by experienced researchers who identified colleagues in 
their geographic region to join the panel. Panel convenors attended a training day where 
they reviewed ‘early bird’ papers according to clear reviewing guidelines that have been 
refined over a number of years. They then led their panels through the reviewing of a 
fixed number of conference papers. Each paper was independently reviewed by two 
panel members, who then discussed their assessments and produced a single consensus 
report that provided the author(s) with detailed feedback. For consistency, all reviews 
recommending that a paper not be accepted were reconsidered by two members of a 
small panel of highly experienced reviewers. Only those research papers accepted by 
two reviewers have been included in these conference proceedings. 
 The abstracts for round table discussions were also blind peer reviewed (without the 
authors being identified) by two experienced mathematics education researchers. 

AAMT reviewing process 
Professional seminars and workshops were selected as suitable for the conference based 
on presenters’ submissions of a formal abstract and further explanation of the proposed 
presentation. 
 Authors of professional seminar and workshop proposals that were approved for 
presentation at the conference were also invited to submit a written paper to be included 
in these proceedings. These papers were then scrutinised blind by two reviewers 
(without the author(s) being identified) and rated on categories developed for use in 
previous AAMT conferences and AAMT professional peer-reviewed journals; 
contradictory reviewer reports were resolved by the editor after obtaining a third 
independent peer review (without the author(s) being identified). Reviewers were 
chosen by the editor to reflect a range of professional settings as well as expertise in the 
substantive area addressed by a paper. Only those professional papers accepted by two 
reviewers have been included in these conference proceedings. 
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The editors of both the MERGA research papers and the AAMT professional papers 
would like to thank all those who assisted with the process for their professionalism and 
expertise. We particularly wish to thank Melinda Pearson and Kate Manuel in the 
AAMT office for coordinating the collection and dissemination of papers for reviewing 
and reports from reviewers, as well as providing professional editorial support. We also 
owe a great debt of gratitude to Judy Mousley for coordinating the MERGA reviewing 
process. Without her generous offering of time and expertise, the process would not 
have been possible. Toby Spencer’s contributions to editing the AAMT professional 
papers and expertise in producing a high quality professional joint conference 
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proceedings publication under considerable time pressures have been invaluable, and 
we are grateful for his outstanding work. 
 
 The spirit of cooperation between MERGA and AAMT has been a wonderful 
advertisement for the unity with which mathematics educators in all sectors view the 
world. We all value equity and excellence in mathematics education for all learners at 
all levels, and strive to learn more through research and practice. As Kurt Lewin once 
wrote, “There is nothing so practical as a good theory.” Equally we could say, “There is 
nothing so theoretical as good practice.” This conference is a shining example of how 
theory and practice in education can come together to enrich and inform each other. 
 We thank the AAMT office which has provided the infrastructure and organisation to 
make this conference possible, and the Local Organising Committee for enabling things 
to run smoothly at the conference itself. We trust that all participants will enjoy both the 
professional dialogue and the social interchange throughout the conference. 
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Toby Spencer (editor of proceedings volume) 
 
 




